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WASHINGTON.

“LIBERTY AND UNION, NOW AND FOREVER, ONE AND
INSEPARABLE."

THURSDAY, APRIL 80, 1868.

THE FABT DAY.

We need not remind our readers that this day
has been sct apart by recommendation of the Pax-
SIDENT of the United States as a day of solemn
Humiliation, Fasting, and Prayer, to the end that
the American People may duly humble themselves
N the sight of Almighty God, and fervently sup-

plicate His mercy and favor in the presence of the
grest judgment which has fallen on our land.

As trouble does not spring up from the ground, and
as we are assured that the curse causeless shall not
come upon a people, it behooves all loyal citizens
of the nation, this day responding to the invita-
tion of the President, to make inquisition for the

_ guilt which has plucked down the just wrath of

Heaven on all parts of our common country. We
are called this day not so much to deploré the sins
of others, even of our countrymen who are unhap-
pily in arms sgainst the conatituted authorities, as
our own personal and individual sins, which have
contributed their part to swell the iniquities that
have invited and merited such a fearful retribu-
tion. Where so wany garments are rolled in the
blood of a fratricidal contest, it is most meet that
all who mark the operations of the Divine hand,
a7 well in its heavy chastisements as in the dispen-
sation of its perennial bounties, should with one
aseord clothe themselves in sackeloth and ashes on
s day appointed for the confession of sins and the
sipplication of the Divine clemency. We are to
purge trom cur hearts all pride and selfishness,
with all malice and uncharitableness, and, instead
of cherishing that self-complacency which exulta
in the thought of being better than others, we are
rather to inquire whérein we, as individuals and as
a people, have come short of our duty to God and to
our fellow-men, that by returning to the walks of
purity, sobriety, and holiness, we may be wise to
find those ways which are ways of pleasantness and
those paths which are paths of peace.

The spiritin which this self-examination should
be made, the motives by which we are incited to
humiliation, and the objects for which we should
implore the Throne of Heavenly Grace, are so well
defined by the President in his proclamation that
we cannot do better than reproduce its terms as
suggesting the lesson for the day:

THE PROCLAMATION.

WHEREAS the Senate of the United States.devoutly
recognising the Supreme Authority sud just Government
of Almighty God, in all the affairs of men sod of nations,
has, by a resolution, requesfed the President to designate
and ret spart & day for National prayer and humiliation :

And whereas it is the duty of natione, ss well as of men,
to own their dependence upon the overruling power of
God, to confess their sins and transgressions, in humble
porrow, yet with assured bhope that gesuine repentance
will lead to mercy and pardon, and to recognise the sublime

“truth, anfounced in the Holy Seripture aud proven by all
history, that those nations only are blessed whose God is
the Lord :

And, insomueh as we know that, by His divive law, na-
tious, lilke individunla, are subjecled to puni¢hment and
chastisements in this world, may we not justly fear that

SLAYERY IN MISSOUR!.

We have already sunouneed to our readers that
Governor Gamsus, of Missouri, has 1ssued bis
ation summoniog the Convention of that
Btate, by virtus of the authority vested in him,
“ to sasemble at the Capitol, in the city of Jeffer-
son, 0o the fifteenth day of June mext, then snd
there to consult and act upon the subject of eman-
oipation of slaves, and such other matters as may
be connected with the peace and prosperity of the
State.” He préfaces this eall with the following
statements : -

“ The subject of
eaguged the publie mi
tance to the

‘kecping pace with the progress of events, has made

it plain that slavery in that State is doomed to &
certain, if not s speedy extinction. This result
was predicted by the friends of the Union, who
there as elsewhere warned the secession agitators
that, in stirring up sedition against the Constitu-
tion and the Laws, they were undermining the
basis of that domestic institution and peculiar so-
cial system in whose name and interests they as-
sumed to speak. ‘Among those who uttered these
significant warniogs was Governor GAMBLE, who
has lived to witness the confirmation of all his pre-
diotions under this head,

The St. Lonis Daily Union, in commenting on

the Governor’s call of the Convention, holds the fol-
lowing language :

“ No intelligent mind doubts that slavery in Missouri is
mhln= fatally. Whatte.hif tiiro.li:mtutwn wu; vigunel;
vus and prosperous ; whetber, very could enjoy »

s flourishing growth as to make Missouri emphatically s
Slave Btate, able to rely exclusively on slave labor for the
produetion of weslth, it would then be wise to nourish it,
18 & question we need uot debate, since the bypothesis can
never be realized. The alternative is presented of baving
it a Free Btale, with all the advantages of a free labor, or
of having it suffer all the disadvantages of & Slave State
witheut having in fact slave labor, While it remains in
name o Slave State it will continue to repel what ite pre-
sent necessities imperatively demand—an influx of 0
labor and capital; it will want in foreign markets
credit which free labor, industry, and enterprise and skill
always command. No Btate in the Uvion ought to have
a firmer oredit than Missouri. The largest in area, ex-
copt Texas, east of the Rocky Mountaips, it is second to
nonse in fertility of soil, in salubrity of climate, in the va-
riety und exuberance of ite vegetsble productions, and in
the boundless wealth of its mineral resources. The rich
soil of its plains covers exhaustless beds of stone coal. Its
mountains are full of iron and other minerals. The hardy
vegetation of the North and the more delicate and luscious
fruite of the South bloseom in the same garden. . . .

“ It is not so importaot that slavery be at ence removed
an that it be u the course of speedy sod certain re
moval. But its sbsolute removal should not be fixed at a
remote date. ‘The laborer abroad would refuse to fix bis

rmavent residence in & Btate in which he would have

spend all his deys by the side of alaves. Nor would the
eapitalist invest where the weulth of the State would be-
gin to be developed ounly after be had ceased to live. To
prevent any dearth of labor and shock of industrial
unui:, emancipation lhl:.uld be - u?ial; but grlaiunad
rapi . Hence the propriety o sug on we
la,;elyv .m:m. that the ordinavee of the vention
should provide that sll children of slaves born after the 4th
day of next July ¢hall be born free, to be apprenticed t:ll
the age of fourteen in 8 manver to be prescribed by law
1t should also be provided that, at some early 616. say July
4th, 73, lllur{:hll expire by limitation. oder this
lan there will be no violence of change, and the ual
isappearance of slave labor will be counterbalanced by the
gradusl ivflux of free labor which the certain and speedy
removal of the formeg will invite,

* To this plan it is clear that no true friend of emanci
pation can object. It in peaceful, certain, and just. It
effects the deeiderated object in & manner that ennnot die-
tuib social harmony or produce diatress in the industrial
pursuits. None can eppoee it with resson, and none will
it who are not reckless of the intereats of the State,

the awful calamity of civil war, which now desolates the
land, may be but a punishmeut inflicted upon ue for our
presumptucue sing, to the veedful end of our national re-
formation ag & whole Peepla 7 Wa have been the recipi-
ents of the choicest bounties of Heaven. We bhave been
preserved, these many years, in peace and prosperity. We
bave grown in numbers, wealth, and power ss no other oa-
tion bas ever grown. But we bav) forgotton God. We
bave forgotten the gracious band which preserved us in
peace, and mulitiplied and entiched and strengthened us ;
and we have vainly imagived, in the deceitfulness of our
hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some su-
perior wisdom and virtue of our own. Iutoxicated with
unbroken success, we bave become too self-sufficient to
feel the necessity of redeemiog and preserving grace, too
proud to pray to the God that made ua!

It behooves ue, then, to humble ourselves before the
offended Power, to confess onr national sins, and to pray
for elemency and forgiveness.

Now, therefore, in complisnce with the request, and
fully concurring in the views of the Benate, I do, by this
my proclemation, drwignate and set apart Thursday, the
30th day of Agpril, 1863, se & day of nationsl bumiliation,
fasting, and prayer. And I do hereby requeat all the Peo-
ple to ubstan on thut day from their ordinary secular pur-
suils, and to unite st their sevaral places of publie wor-
ship sud their respective homen in keeping the day holy 1o
the Lord, and devoted to the humble diecharge of the re-
ligious duties proper to that sulemn occasion. .

All this being done, in sincerity and truth, let us then
rest bumbly 10 the hope, nuthorized by the Divine teach-
ings, that the united ery of the Nation will be beard on
high, and aniwered with blessings, no lavs than the pardon
of our nalional sine, and vestoration of our now divided
and suffering country to ite former happy condition of
unity and pence.

A CALL FOR CANDID CONBIDERATION.

"l‘h;m indiseraet friends of the Administration who seek
to forestall candid criticism on ite measures, snd thereby
to assume for it the impunity of an imaginary impecoability,
might learn prudence and modesty, ss well as common
sonee, from the following remarks made by Postmsster
General Bram st the late meeting of Loyal Leagues in
Baltimore. Conceding that the Administration eommite
arcaors which * lovera of their country are ealled to de-
plore,”” he wimply asks, as a part of the Administration,
that dua allowance should be made for the inexperience
of some of itsa members and for the admilted integn'y of
ita head :

“Yon recollect, my friends, that the goveroment of this
country hae been in the exelusive posssssion, almost for
the lnat quarter of a contury, of those who, when it was
wreated (rom them, have turned to strike it dead, When
you reconleet that eircumstinnee, (and it is an imporiant
one, going {nr‘tu #xcuse such srrors ae the Administration
may commit in earrying on ite affairs with the men who
are now called upon to administer them,) and that these
men nre necesearily inexpert and inex n the
groat mensures of adminintration, beesuse the Governmant
iteall has been in the handae of those who have now rebelled
when ita control has boen wroested their graap, it
will go far in modifieation of any errors which may be
mllr= npon, ae lovers of your country, to de on the

of those who are now intrusted with power. Althoogh
mu but s very small and unimportant placs conneoted
with the general administration, I thiok, eonsidering all
things, and the inexperienca of the men who have
charged with the administration, that Mr.,
Lineoln—has disctarged his duty with inly great suo-
oons. [Applaure ] 1 will tell you, my friends, what 1
oonoeive to be the (rue seerot of that succesa. Ttis that
no men who evir branthed the sir of heaven ever brought
to the di*eharge of the trust confided to him n more honest
m. & more patriotio spirit, snd s mors self ng
coln,' wi

A , and ‘ Three cheers for Abrabam Lin-
X wers lustily given.] If the virtues of sell-
denial, of patriotism, of devotion to thie land and to its
e oty B R s ol e’ 0.
w L) tive re suc-
m,&n assured our efforte will be erowned with ious
resulte, for to thet extent I can answer from an observa
tion of bis conduot.”

The rumor from Murfreesboro that the rebel Geueral

had been shit dead by General John €. Breokin-

in n recontrs at Tullshoma, which came from rebel

sourees, is pot confirmed, nod is now reported 1o be
untrus,

reckless of the suceess of emancipation, reckless of every
thing save their own s-lf-sggrand zement and the further-
ance of their own partisan purposes.”

DECLARATIONS OF MR: BLIDELL.

M. Emile de Girardin, the well-known publicist,
of Paris, stated some time ago that, in a conversa-
tion with Mr. Blidell, the Confederate * Commis-
sioner,” in that city, the latter had sssured him
that ¢ the South was disposed to disencumber it-
self of slavery, which was rather injurious than
advantageous to it.”” This statement was repro-
duced by M. F. Gaillardet in his regular corre-
spondence from Paris with the New York Clurrier
des Etats-Unia.

The paragraph having been recently brought to |

the notice ¢f Mr. Slidell, he has taken exception
to the report of his conversation with M. Girardin,
and, in bis last letter under date of April 3, M.
Gaillardet makes the following rectifications :

* Mr. Blidell acknowledges that be said to M. Girardin
that the slaves, once free, must leave the Bouth, which
would not tolerate a mingling of the two ruces, and 1hat
the deportation of the vegross was at once the condition
and the diffieulty of their emaneipation., But be bhas not
declared that * tie South was disposed to disencumber it-
self of slavery, whieh was more injurious than advan-
tageous to it ' Mr, Blidell could not have made such s
declaration for three reasons : The first is, that he bas po
authority to make it, snd that the Government at Rich-
mond would no more have it than be, as the question of
emancipation can be rased only by the several States, and
not by the Central Government. The second reason is,
that if slavery ia destived to disappear one day, or to be
modified like all buman institutions, this would not take

Iace on the morrow of a revolution, when the first necessity
of the South will be to repair its losses. The third reason is,
that the Bouth means to decide this queation in full liber-
ty, by its sole authority, and will wot make it, in any
event, the condition of ite recognition by Europe.”

The last two reasons, if read in the light of Mr.
Benjamin’s letter to Mr. Commissioner Lamar, in-
structing him pot to enter into any stipulations
with the Russian Government against the slave
trade, would seem to be significant of a settled
pwipose on the part of the Richmond authorities
to leave an opening for the revival of that traffic
should the Seceded States sucoced in establishing
their independence, and judge it necessary or ex-
pedient “to repair their losses” in the matter of
slaves by fresh importations from Afriea. This
“ repair of losses,” says Mr. Slidell, will be ¢ the
first necessity of the SBouth” on the morrow of its
success in converting a revolt into & “ revolution.”
And as he makes this statement in connexion with
slavery and in presence of the known fact that the
Richmond authorities refuse to bind the Seceded
States by any stipulations with foreign Powers not
to revive the slave trade, it would seem that the
inference suggestod by his language flows naturally
from the eircumstances under which this language

in held as well as from its own purport.

GEN. HOOKER'S ARMY IN MOTION.

We shall not be announcing any thing, we pre-
sume, not already known in the city, when we atate
generally that Gleneral Hook®a ocommenoced, st
daybreak yesterday morning, a forward movement.
Heavy masses of artillery and other troops were
arossing the river at sunrise,

DETECTIVE SHERMAR NOT HURG.
The commander at Fort Ethan Allen, Virginia side of
the Potomne, telegraphs that he learva that the rebels did
not bang Detective Bherman on Friday lest, as reported.

GEN. HOOKER'S TESTIMONY.

It will be remewbered by our regular readers
that scveral months sgo 8 Washivgton correspon-
dent of one of the New York papers snnousced
that Gen. Hooker, in ‘giving his testimony before
the Congressional Committee on the Comduct of
the War, had avowed the opinion that the failure
of the Peninsula campaign was due to s want of
generalship on the part of the Commander of the
Army of the Potomae.

This allegation, allowed to transpire in advance
of the publication of the committee’s report, was
denied at the time by a contemporary in this city,
which believed itself to have good suthority for
seyiog that Gen. Hooker had made no such state-
ment before the committee. The denial, as re-
lating to s topic of interesting personal and military
concern, was reproduced ia our columns.

Now that we have before us the report of the
evidence taken by the committee—at least of so
much as they have thought proper to give, for
in one part we discern the marks of suppres-
sion—it is incumbent on us to say that the state-
ment ascribed to Gen. Hooker was genuine, how-
ever surreptitiously promulgated. The opening
words of his testimony are reported by the com-
mittee as follows :

“ WasHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1], 1563,
“ Mujor General Joseph Hooker, sworn and examined by
the Chairman :
“ Question, To_'h?t do you attribute the failure of the

Peninsular cam,
“ Answer. 1 do not hesitate to say that it is to be sttribu-

ted to the want of generalship on the part of our eom-
mander."”

Having made this correetion to remove an erro-
neous impression which might otherwise remain
on the minds of our readers as to the opinions of
Gen. Hooker, it may be proper for us to add that
in the body of his testimony he makes no attempt
to conceal his humble estimate of the military ca-
pacity of both Gen. McClellan and Gen. Burnside,
by whom the Army of the Potomac had the mis-
fortune to be commanded before the Government
discovered his superior abilities. Speaking of
Gen. MoClellan’s dilatory motions immediately
after the battle of Williamaburg, Gen. Hooker says :

“ Anawer. I think we could have moved right on, and
got into Richmond by the secoud duy after that battle,
without another gun being fired.

“ Question. What was done !

* Answer. We moved on in a manner I never did under-
stand, losing t-me. If there was any necessity fur that I
have never yet appreciated it. So far as the best inferma-
tion we have 01:. the enemy had abandoned the idea of
defending Richmond ; and it was only when they saw the
lussitude and inefficiency of our army that they concluded
to make n stand there.”

The Committee on the Conduct of the War seem
to have thrown some inferential discredit on this
branch of the General’s teatimony, for their report,
of the battle of Willismeburg is as follows :

# rincipal fighting was done by the troops under
Gen. Hoc&ar. di'?liﬂ sustaining a loss of nbop:t 1,700
wen. Before be was reinforced his troops were obliged
to hold their position with tbe bayonet and such ammuni-
tion as the men could obtain from the bodies of those who
had fallen, the roads being so muddy that it was impossible
to bring up fresh ammunition.”

As the distance from Williamsburg to Richmond
is about sixty miles, and as the roads at that time
were so muddy that it was impossible to bring up
fresh ammunition while the fight was going on, it
may ocour to some minds that the same causes
which detained the ammunition wagons may have
delayed the general advance of the entire army
from Williamsburg; for, if these ammunition wa-
gons could not be brought up a few miles, it might
have been equally impossible to advance at the rate
of twenty-five or thirty miles per day from Williams-
burg to Richmond with all the artillery and material
of the Army of the Potomae.

We believe General Hooker to be a very ener-
getic commander, but we question whether any
¢ generalship” was quite equal to the achieve-
ment which he exacted under this head at the
bands of his commander. How mud and bad
weather may suffice to keep the most active
General out of Richmond he hss himself illus-
trated for many weeks past by remaining motion-
less at about the same distance from that city
as Williamsburg is. Now that these causes are
supposed no longer to exist, or to exist only in a
degree which is comparatively inappreciable, we
may at least rejoice that his testimony gives host-
ages in pledge of his purpose to demonstrate a ca-
pacity to impress on the Army of the Potomae that
oelerity of movement which it has heretofore lack-
ed, for no other reason than the incapacity, as Gen.
Hooker conceives, of the two commanders who pre-
oceded him.

The New York Tribune, in reproducing the tes-
timony of Gen. Hooker, with special reference to
the condemnation he pronounces’on Gen. MoClel-
lan, accompanies it with the following usefal ob-
servation : :

“ Avide from its historicesl walue, Gen. Hooker's evi-
dence has n special interest at this moment when he is in
command of the Army of the Potomac, and supposed to
be nearly ready to begin what is meant to be a final cam
r:!n. It is not merely on account of what he did while

olding a subordinate command ; it is a frank declaration
of what he thought bis General n-Chief ought to have
done ; it is & eriticiem not less than & history. The nation,
which bas trusted him with its ehief army, will look to this
record lor a standard by which to measure his perform-
ance ; it will expect to discover in him those soldierly
qualitien and the sbility for command which McClellan had
not; and in the broader field now open before bhim will an-
wl&o the display of that courage and geniuas which will
dtlm Army of the Potomac to vietory and to Rich-
mond."

This is quite true. The couniry will also ex-
pect to discover in (Glen. Hooker those soldierly
qualities and the ability for command’’ which he
denied to be possessed by Gen. Buroside. For,
in giving his testimony on the Fredericksburg dis-
aster, he said that, in the dilatory and uncertain
steps which preceded it, ‘‘the same mistake was
made that had been made all along through this
war;” and be adds that the attack, as actually
made, failed simply because Gen. Burnside “put
men to do a work that no men oould do.” This
was certainly a grievous oversight, and as the coun-
try very gemerally concurs with Gen. Hooker in
the opinion thus proclaimed, it hopes to see no re-
petition of such blunders under his direotion.  Cer-
taio it is that he has every incentive of personal
smbition, as well as of patriotio devetion, to show
himaelf worthy of the great and noble army which
has heretofore proved ita courage and fortitude on
so many stricken fields, and which, with serried
ranks, is now marching to give fresh battle under
his conduot.

And Gen. Hooker must be sware that, apart
from the interest shared in common with the
country, there are some peculiar and particular
reasons why the military suthorities in Washing-
ton must watch his progress with much solisitude.
For he cannot be insensible to the fact that the

great diserimination made by the President in his
favor in.poses upon him the obligation of demon-
stratig that that favor hss wot been misplaced.
When General Pope made representstions. to the
effect that he had uot been properly snd loyally
sustained by Gen. Fitz John Porter, the latter was |
subsequently relieved of his command snd put on
trial, which resulted in his conviotion and dismis-
sal from the army. When Gen. Burnside made
similar representations sgainst Gen. Hooker, and
even called for bis summary dismissal without trial,
(if we may regard as genuine a recent uncontradiet-
ed publication,) not only was Gen. Hooker not dis-
missed the service, but his scouser was relieved from
command ; not only was Gen. Hooker not re.
lieved from command, but he was not even placed
on trial ; and not only was he not placed on trial,
but he received s mew proof of the confidence re-
posed in him by the Administration. It was the
sccuser in this case who was relieved from his com-
mand while the acoused was promoted to take his
place. Where such discriminations are made in
favor of an officer, the duty of doing all that is in his
power to justify the partislity shown to him becomes
intensified by considerations the most imperious, and
which the military advisers of the Administration
at least oannot dismiss from their minds, as they
follow the operations of Gen. Hooker, with the
consciousness how largely their own reputation,
as well as the national cause, must depend upon
the issues of the campaign now opening under his
ausplees.

“ TREABON AT HEADQUARTERS.”

The New York Examiner is & religio-political
Journal, not less distinguished for its hearty devo-
tion to the present Administration than for its zeal
in defending the peculiar religious dogmas repre-
s:xnted in its columns. Yet even a paper thus
pledged to the support of the military authorities
who are conducting the war has had ite faith in
them shsken by the Report of the Congressional
Cowmittee on the Conduct of the War, In its
last number our contemporary, under the head of
“Treason at Headquarters,” holds the following
language :

“The quick snd sure intelligence which the rabels have,
not merely of the movements, but of the plans of cur
armies, deserves more attention from the Goveroment than
it seems to have received. It s stated as an unquestion-
uble fuct that the assignment of Gen. Burnside to commund
the arwy of the Obio, aud the transfer of the Ninth Army
Corps to bis department, were well known to the rebels
before they were intimated to the loyal public. The re-
moval of . Butler, unexpected ss it was at the North,
was known to the rebels before the order was earried into
effect. But the most striking instauee is testified by Gen.
Burn-ide, as reported by the Committee on the Conduet of
the War. He plinned a movement agsinst the enemy
which be communicated persenally to President, the
Secretary of War, Gen. Halleck, sud to lwo members of
bis own staff. It was known and openly talked of by rebel
sympathizers in Wasbington on the very next day, ILINI{
that there is treason in the highest 3

“ Now, these are facts which ought not to be merely
looked at with slupid woonder. The rebels bave apies
among the persons who are in the coofidence of our Gov
ernment. It may be difficult, but it cannot be impoasible,
to track the guilty parties and diemiss them, by the hang
man's hands, to the state in which they will *tell no tales '
Wae talk of the fatuity with which Mr. Buchanan aliowed
traitors in his Cabioet to plot the ruin of the Government
under his very unsuspicious nose. But how much better
is an Administration whioh barbors spies in its very eoun-
cil ehamber, and submits to the shame as if it were a law
of its being 1

“ When & secret is entrusted to five persons, of whom
one is the President, one a Cabinet Minister, and one the
Genersl-in-Chief, it ought not to be thought impoasible to
find vut who bas betrayed it. The discovery and crndign
punichment of even one such traitor would have the effect
1o deter others. Forbearance toward them is eruelty to
the ionocent, and s deadly injary to the cause of the
country.”

It is in such comments as these that we may
read the mischief done by the committee when
they insinuate that either the President, the Se-
cretary of War, or the General-in-Chief allowed
the plans of Gen. Burnside to be divulged to ¢ rebel
sympathizers” in this city. Names which should
be above suspicion or reproach are flippantly asso
ciated, for no other reason than that farnished by
the inuuendoes of the committee, with an act of
the gravest indiscretion, if not of wilful high trea-
son, calling for condign punishment. It is thus
that idle words, when uttered in high places, fly
like thistle-down, and seatter broadcast the seeds
of popular distrust and slander.

THE REVOLT IN POLAND.

The Loundon Times announces that despatches for St
Potersburgh were sent on the 10th instsat from London,
Paris, and Vieonns, with instructions to the representa-
tives of Great Britain, France, and Austria at that city to

| read those despatches to Prince Gortechakoff, and to de.

liver copies of ithem. They are couched in friendly terms,
but all convey an intelligible waraing to the Russian Gov-
ernment.

The Russian Government on their side bave sent Gen.
Berg to Warsaw to supersede the Grand Duke Constan-
tine. Vigor without cruelty is said to be the spirit of his
instructions.

The Times adds that the Polish rebellion sppears to
gatber strength sud resources from despair and freah con
fidence at the very moment whea cold ealoulations, based
on the ordinary events of ordinary wars, would bave led
us to suppose that nothiog remained but sbject and com-
plete submission. The Times haa hopes of amelioration
in the poliey of Russin towards Poland, owing to the in-
terunl condition of the Rusel®n Empire,

An Imperisl manifesto was issued at St. Petersburgh
April 11, granting & full snd entire amnesty to all the
Polen in the kingdom and ths westera provinces who lay
down their srims and return to their allegiance by the 13th
of Muy, ordinary crimes and military offences excepted.
The mavifeato snnounces that certain institutions granted
to Poland sball be maintained, and that, after practical
exporience of them, others shall be developed sccording
to the necessities of the age nod country.

THE PRIZE STEAMER PETERHOFF.,

In the United States District Court at New York on
Baturday Inst, Judge BeTTS presiding, the Unital Statas
District Attorney and Mr. Upton, the eounsel for the cap-
tors, nppeared to move that the cargo of the Peterhoff be
unloaded and examined, for the purpose of ascertaining its
nature and whether 1t was contraband of war. Mr. Tunia,
of the U. 8. Navy, had mude an sfidavit that the papers
found on board did not fully deseribe the cargo exoept as
merchandise; boots, shoss, and blankets; that when the
eapture of the vearel nppenred inevitable, papera supposed
to be bills of Inding were thrown overboard ; that the bills
of Inding found were made deliverabls to order to some
person who whs s passenger in the veassl. For these roa-
sons counsel desired to have the cargo examined. The
motion was opposed by Mr. F. A. 8mith for the claimants,
The Judge granted the motion for an order to open and ex-
amine the eargo,

FROM LOUISIANA.
New YORK, APRIL 20.—The Post has a report via New
Orleans that & paymaster, with $600,000 for our troops,
waa on board the steamer Fox, captured by the rebels.
The Post thinka that the news which has been received
announcing that Gen. Banks bas taken possession of & large

A REBEL ROUT N MISEOUR!,

BT, Lous, APRis 230.—The Dewoerat's correspondent
with Geo. Vavdever's cowmaud says ;

* About ten o’clock on Moudsy night s rebel regiment,
being the advance guard of Msrmaduke's srmy, which
wag then retreating from Cape Girardeau, were surprised
three miles west of Jackson, Two swall howitzers loaded
 with musket balls were hauled by land within thirty
yards of thew, nnd siwultaneously discharged, killing and
wounding & large vamber, At the same time the Firet
Iows Cavalry charged upon them, aud not a man of the en-
tire regiment is supposed to have escaped—all who were
oot killed or wouoded being taken prisoners. All of their
guus, horses, camp equipage, and several thousand dollars
worth of stolen property was captured by our party.
Early the next morning Gen, Vandever advanced and saw
the main body of the enemy in full retreat. He immedi-
ately followed, keeping up s coustant artillery fire on their
rear. At two o'clock P. M. he was joined by Genersl
McNeil and the combined furees contiuued pursuit, Firing
was heard all the afterncon, und it is scareely possible that
the rebels can escape.

* Marmaduke's command consists of Missourians, Arkan-
siaus, and Texians. They left Powhatan, (Arksnsas,) on
the I5th instant, osteusibly for the purpose of oecupying
Pilot Kuob aud Cape Girardenu as a base of operatious for
a projected expedition under Price this summer, but really
for plunder,

A force composed of four brigades, under Gen, Shel-
by, Cole. Burbridge and Green, with ten pieces of artillery,
and the first Nebraska Infantry, under Col. Bauger, did
most of the fighting in the rebs! attsck on Cupe Girar-
deau, aud behaved with great gallantry. They were post-
ed'in the woods about a mile from the town and kept
Marmaduke's whole force in check while the guns from
the forts played upon them, doing iderable exe
The rebel batteries did no injury to the town. The ene-
my’s lous was about sixty killed and tweoty-five wounded. '

ANOTHER CAPTURE BY THE ALABAMA.

The barque General Cobb, trrived at New York from
Gibraltar on the 224 ultimo, reports that o the Hth in.
stant, in latilude 37.07, longitude 39.15, she was boarded
by & boat from the ship Moroiog Btar, of Boston, from Cal*
cutta for London, which reported that she had been cap-
tured by the pirate Alabams io latitude two north, and re-
loased after giving bonds to ths amount of $60,000,

The British brig Ocean Pesrl, of Windsor, (N. 8.) Capt.
Dexter, from Ponce, Porto Rico, on the 16th instant, re-
ports that the Confederate steamer Alsbama arrived off
the harbor of Ponce on the evening of the 7th iustant, and
sent a schooner tender into port for powder snd coal
and was supplied them by the Bpanish authorities. She
sailed the same night.

THE NATIONAL LOAN.

PHILADELPHIA, APRIL 28 —Jay Cooke, general sub-
scription agent, reporte the sale of two millions of the five-
twenty loan to day, distributed in diffsrent States. The
sales are restricted in a grest messure by delay in furnish-
ing the bonds, which the registers of the Department are
usiog every effort to overcome. Every day brings subscrip-
tions from new districte, and while 1t increases the work of
thie Department it serves the double purpose of supplying
means to erush out the rebellion, and affords more evidence
of the loyalty of districts which were formerly thought to
be doubtful.

FROM KEY WEST.

‘We have news from Key Waest to the 21st. There were
in port about thirty prize vessals, whose csases were yot to
be disposed of by the court, and slmost every day addie
tions were made to the number. The gunboat Saginaw,
during a cruise up the weet coust, had destroyed two block-
ade ruoners, loaded with cotton and grain, at Bay Port,
after a sharp contest with the rebels. Brig. Gen. Wood-
bury and staff had arrived at Key West and assumed eom
mand of the military district which embraces Pensacols,
Fort Jefferson, and Key West.

THE UNION FORCES IN SOUTH CAROLINA.

ALL READY FOR BATTLE.

Cerrespondence of the New York Tribune.
Hivron Heap, (8. € ) Arriw 20, 1863

The second expedition bas not yet sailed, but is ready
at any moment to receive the order. The same trans-
ports which bave been in and out of the barbor so many
Ltimes are again laden with troops, not quite as jubilant
or cheerful as when they set sail three weeks sinee, but
not by any means hopeless or disheartened. The army
in the Department of the Bouth bas not yet had it mettle
fairly tried. The battles on James' Island and at Pocats-
ligo. slthough by some called repulses, demonstrated that
if led by competent officers no fenrs need be entertained
that vietory will await them if not overwhelmingly out
numbered. Having been comparatively idle {or mare than
a year, a fight would be luvoked upon by them as & god-
send, asd would, if possible, be entered into with too much
ardor. Itis to ba I:;l&ed that this patriotic lume may not
be smothered and wad to go out through the want of
skill on the part of superior officers to farnish the oppor-
tunity for it to wanifest iteell in hervie deeds as well as
noble desires.

The Monitor flect, together ‘with the army, i also ready.
The Patapseo aud tbe Montauk are now moving out of the
harbor, bound for Folly Island. Before the closs of this
week all the iron-clade in this departwent sgain will be
within the bar at Charleston. When the attack will be
re-<opened it is difficult to say ; but that suother and wmore

rate eogsgement, in which both the army and the
navy will this time participate, is near at band no one can
doubt. Charleston must be in our possession sooner or
later ; if not within the next six weeks it will not be within
six months. Hot wenther is almost upon us.  Troops on
the march already eeek the shade; overconts and blankets
drop by the wayside. We begin to hear of typhoid and typhus
the hospitals. Bowethiog wust be done immediately, or in
the spring csmpaign will bave closed in disgrace to the
natioual arms, and the department of the South, up to the
resent woment, will pot have, to say the least, a vory
Erillimt record in history.

From Edisto and Stono this morning we learn that tha
rebels are strengthening their linea of earthworks upon
John's and Jamen's lelands, are mounting the forts along
Edisto and Btono rivers, and are dwly growing more belli-
gerent and manifesting & disposition to take the offensive
themeelves  Deserters report that troops from Savannah
are being sent to Charleston and put to work upon earth-
works l:lllg Waupoo ereek and Stono river, and that an
effort is being made to make Charleston impregoable.

The old pro-slavery disloyal mutinous spirit has not en-
tirely dissppeared from some of the regiments in this de-

artment. Col. Rust, of the Eighth Maine, n loyal and

ard-working officer, who has endeavored in every parti-
cular to carry out the views of the Commanding General
of this department, upon diseovering thet a fow of his offi-
cers were plotting to thwart his efforts, solely bacause he
was in fuvor of sianding by his General and the Adminia-
tration, reported their case to headquarters. Genersl
Hunter, with bis ususl promptoess in such matters, im
medistely telegrapbed to Beaufwit, where the Eighth
Maine wan stationed, an order to have the mutinous offi-
cera nrrested. This morning Lieut. Col. Twilchell and
Dr. Mitehell have had the opportunity to resign or be die-
char, in dingrace from the army. They have aecepted
the first alternative. It is evideot that Gen. Hunter is
determined to crush the least symptomn of disloyal insub-
ordination.

Gen. Hunter yostorday spent the day st Beaufort, and,
with the Rev. Mr. Frrench, visited the negro Sabbath-schools
and ehurches.

Bome rebel officer desiring to communionte with Gen.
Hunter by flag of truee at Port. Roysl Ferry, instrocted
the ufficer bearing it to hold no inteicourss with any officer
commanding & negro regiment. As Col Higgioson hap-
pened to be the officer in command, the flag of truce was
returned, with no soswer,

From Florida we learn that there are no rebels in arma
east of the Bt. Johw's river. Col. Putoam, of the Seventh
New Hampshire, in command st 8t, Augustine, is to roturn
to Hilton Head and take command of s brigade in the di-
vision of Gen. Terry. A sufficient foree will still be left at
8t. Auguetine and Feroandina to hold them against any
foree the rebels can bring sgainst them.

The Clerk of the u...:.ﬂ States P'rige Court has abse nded
with about $90 000 of Guvernment fuude. He obtained
permission to visit Flavana for the alleged pur of pro-
curing & sword which was to be presented to Col. by
certain parties in Key West who were allowed to remain
after the arrival of that officer to take commund,

The Port Royal “ New South™ of April 18 gives promi-
nence editarially to the following paragraph :
*“The reinfurcements now ordered and on their way

amount of rebel property indiontes that part of our forces
have ronchad Alexandris, (La.) where the rebels had a
Inrge quantity of stores and boate. It is not impossible, it

says, that they bave all been captured.

from the North will soon elevate this department to the
firet rank in publio interest and military importance, We
aré not at liberty to give further indications, but this much
in certain, that the gray-backs along the Bouthern const are
sbout to have some lively and interesting times "

LIVERPOOL STEAMER WRECKED,

MANY LIVES LOST.

8r. Joun's, (N. F.) ArgiL 27, via Porr Hoop 287H —
The steamebip Anglo Saxon ssiled from Liverpool on the
l“luﬂﬁﬁﬁmhﬂﬂﬂdﬂyw and
& ship’s crew of eighty-four men. She was wrecked four
miles east of Cape Race to-dsy (27th) during a dense fog.

Beventy-three persons escaped from the wreck by ropes
and spars, and twenty-four more in No. 2 life boat, meking
& total saved of nivety seven. Nuwmbers 4 and 6 boats have
not yet arrived off Capeé Race ia cousequence of the deu-
sity of the fog. Heven more persons who embarked o a
rafl are also missing. There in still & hoavy sea snd s
dense fog.

The commsader of the ship is supposed to be among
thoso drowned. The purser aud first and second engineers
aud the surgeon are saved, snd ous cabin passenger. Lieu-
tenant Bampson, of the Royal Artillery, and Hon. John
:’:.u:. and family are supposed to be in one of t- e missing

The deck broke up about an hour after the ship struck.
Nothing but the mizzen mast is standing, Seversl persous
clung to the fore rigging till the foremast fell, but no as-
sistance could be rendered them.

Giuns ure being fired at Cape Race to attract the atten-
tion of the wissing bonts.

sr.u.'onb-;;mwu.

8T, Jouns, N. F.—The steamer Dauntless this morn-
ing (28th) pieked up two boats, containing ninely persons,
smong them the following : 4

Hon. Jobn Young, wife, hild servant ;
Mirs Hope, Mlun‘&nnm?;;;e (I!l;:!.ﬂ:::duﬁ Mr.
Green, mail officer; Mr. Lowers, Rev. Mr, Eaton, X
Cassidy, Mra. Jaokson and child, Mre. W ?r::'.
Martin, Jumea Kirkwood avd sister, Mrs, w.l’mu.
Catharine Cameron, Mary Ana Thomas, Ano Adams,
Edward Manns, Thomas Caldwell, Mr. Hart, fisst officer ;
Mr. Beott, fourth ufficer, and James Henderson, fourth
engineer,

Charles Carron, fifth engioser of the steamer Blood-
houad, has gone to. Cape Race for the persons thers, The
weather is very fine and clear on the cosst to-day.

THE SIEGE OF PUEBLA, IN MEXICO.

" 8aN Francisco, ApriL 28.—The steamer Constitution
hus arrived from Pansma, Sha brings dates, via Aecapuleo,
from the-city of Mexieo to the 8th instant, and from Pue-
bla to the 6th. Sioce the 31st ultimo the French had kept
up u constant bombardment of the latter city. They bad
destroyed the convent of Ban Augustine and six bloeks of
buildings with no special progress towards oceupying the
city. The fight was eontiouing on the Gth, Comonfort,
wiwﬁﬁeonthoaundm.wudubndlngﬂemdlﬂwu
towards the city of Mexico, baviog continued skirmishes
with the French. This news is from Mexican sources :
same puthority stating that but a small portion of the ob-
stacles in the way of the capture of the city of Puebla
were yet overcome,

NEW YORK, APRIL 29.— i
stantstate thatthe Mexican ;:::JE: ::dt‘::nhr;dtt'nf:pl:f
railrond lsborers near Vera Cruz, destroying and earrying
off all the property there. Beveral other similar camps near
Tejeira were also captured and sacked, and some twenty
laborers were killsd, and fifty or sixty wounded. It s
stuted that the French are ing very slight progress in

Mexico. Reinforcements for their 'army were constantly
arriving.

CAPTURE OF TEXAN TROOPS

NASHVILLE, (TENN.) APRIL 27.—A part of Gen. Green
Clay Bmith's brigade, consisting of two hundred and fifty
cavalry, commanded by Col. Watkins, of the Bixth Ken-
tucky, this morning made a dash upon the rebel eamp of
the First Texss Legion, eight miles south of Franklin, on
Carter's Creek pike, and captured one hundred and twenty-
eight rebels, including three captains, five lieutenants, the
ususl number of horses, fifty mules, one ambulance loaded
with medical stores, and burned eight wagons and the arms
of the rebels Col. Brooks, commanding the rebel camp,
was captured, but subsequently escaped. The rebels formed
a party of Gen, Whitield's brigade. Five rebels were
mortally wounded. There were no casualties on our side.
The prisoners arrived here to-night.

LATER FROM NEW ORLEANS.

New YoRK, APRIL 28.—The steamer Blackstone, from
New Orleans on the 19th, vis Key West on the 23d ig-
stant, has arrived.

The steamer Circassinn is at New Orleans from off Gal-
veston. Bhe brought a number of prisoners recently eap-
tured by our blockaders off Sabine Pass, among them Com-
modore Fowler, who ecommanded the stenmer which oap-
tured the Morning Btar and Velocity. .

On the 14th instant an expedition from Gen. Dudley's
brigade crossed a point of land opposite Port Hudson, and

communicated with Admiral Farragut. The latter’s see-
retary sccompanied the expedition. They found the Ad-
mirsl in good spirits, and believing the enemy had but four
days’ supplies st Port Hudson. The ram Switzerland is
still in company with the Hartford and Albatross.

The blockade of Red river, and the movements of
Banke’s army towards the same point, will tend materially
to eut off rebel supplies from Texas and West Louisiana.

REBEL LOSS AT CAPE GIRARDEAU.
Camro, Aprit 27.—The Ilatest f] Cape Girardean
says that fifty-five or sixty rebels were killed in the attack
yesterday, and over two hundred wounded. Saventy-five
horses were killed, and thers is & prospect that Marma-
duke will be completely cut off,
. 8t. Louis, APRiL 27, 1863.
lh(jlar General H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Ohief, :
Gen. Vandever came on the enemy's rear near Cape
Girardeau last night, sttacked and routed him, taking o
large nvumber of prisoners, horses, arms, &e. The enemy
retroats towards Bloomfield in grest disorder, pursued by
our vietorious and combived forces under Gens. Vandever
and MeNeil, B. B. CumTis, Major General.

THE WAR IN ALABAMA.
A letter in the New York Times gives a detailed ssconnt
of the battle fought on Bear Creek, Alabama, on the 18th
instunt, between a nationsl force from Corinth, under Gen.
Dodge, and the rebel forces on the extreme left of Bragg's
army, guarding the valley of the Teunessee in the vicinity
of Florence and Tuscumbis. Our forces effooted the aross-
ing of Bear Creek by means of a little simple strategy, and
subsequently met the enemy in auperior force on a position
selectod by themuslves. The advantage of position, how-
ever, did not avail them, and they were badly whipped ‘[ .
superior gensralship.

REBEL MOVEMENTS IN TENNESSEE.

MURFREESBORO, APRIL 28 —The rebels are reported
s having made important movemounts on our front, mate-
rially ebunging the situation, whether in reply to ours on
McMiouville, or that the rebels sre weary waiting for us
to advance, w not known, It is known that Bragg has
been reinforced by one brigade from Mobile, and & Missis-
#ippi regiment irom Vickeburg was sent back from Chat-
thnoogs. A foroe bas reinforced Manchester to strengthen
the rebel right.  One brigade weut back from Bhelbyville
to Tullshown, Johnston is rted to have moved his
hoad junrters to Shelbyville. Cheatham's division is at
Guy's Gap, twelve milow from Murfreesboro, on the Shel-
byville nud Trieons road, sod there are two b at
Bell Buckle, while a third foroe is said to be at ttle
Pike. For some days past it has been belioved in rebel
camps that if Roseernnoa did not advance would at-
tack. Our nuthority says Bragg has seventy-five thousand
11:11“. There ia no confirmativn of the reported death of

ragg. :

FROM BOUTH CAROLINA.
PHILADELPHIA, APRIL 29 —Further advices from Port
Royal give u report that Charleston will again be attacked
on the 3d of May, when the spring tides run. All the
Monitors, excepting the Wechawken, have left Port Royal.
The health of our troops is suffering somewhat from the
warmth of the weather. Rebel deserters report that naw
obatructions have been placed in Charleston harbor, which
will not allow the smallest craft to pass through.

CONFISCATION IN MISSOURI,

81, Lows, APRiIL 99.—P ha
menced in the United Btates m“““ ‘e the
perty of Trusten Polk, late United States Senstor.  *"
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